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1T breakthrough promises
end to curse of terror blasts

PNS 8 CHENNAI

rrorists better watch out!

Scientists of the Indian
Institute of Technology-Madras
has come out with a unique sen-
sor which can alert police and
securi?' agencies about the pres-
ence of even one part per billion
(ppb) parts of explosives like
TNT or RDX on their person or
luggage.lt is innovative in many
ways as the sensor could pick up
signals of the explosives even
from a safe distance, Prof. T
Pradeep, Department of
Chemistry, IIT-M, who led the
team which developed the sen-
sor, told The Pioneer.

As on date, explosives of any
kind could be detected onl
through invasive probes, whidz
include whole body frisking and
scanning the luggage or the
vehicles which are being used to
transport it. Not any more.
“Sensors, if installed at vantage
points, would pick up even a part
per billion of the explosives lgid-
den from the public eye,” said
Prof. Pradeep who showed the
properties of the sensor installed
in his nanotechnology laborato-
ry in IIT Madras. A German sci-
entific journal by name
Angewandte has published a
research paper on this topic

authored by Team Pradeep.
The sensor works on the
possibilities offered by nan-
otechnology, he said, “All you
réquire is a fluorescence micro-
scope which will have the nanos-
tructure-sized sensor developed
by us. The luminescence of the
sensor will change from red to
green if it comes across even a
part per billion quantity of the
explosive,” said Prof. Pradeep.
What adds to the power of
the sensor is that it could dou-
ble check the presence of the
explosives by Raman Spectro-
scopy. Prof. Pradeep says that
each and every explosive has a
specific Raman Spectrum. “This
will totally eliminate the possi-
bility of any fault alarm. Intere-
stingly} no hold up will be re-
quired for checking. The sensor
will work without the knowledge
of the carriers. They may be
able to hoodwink the
security experts but not
the sensors,” he said.-
Pradeep said the sensor
has two components; a flower-
shaped gold particle and a silver
particle which is less than one
nanometer in size. “The silver
particle is embedded (covered)
in a protein, Both the gold and
silver particles are given a coast
of dye which emits green light.

The silver particle emits red
luminescence in normal condi-
tions. But even a small quanti
of the explosives would cut o
the red light. When the red light
goes off, the green light gets
prominence;” he explained.
The sensor was developed

as part of a national programme
and formed the theme of a
PhD thesis by one of the
research scholars. He said an
application has been filed for
patenting the innovation, “It

may take minimum twao years
for this sensor to reach the
market for commercial appli-
catior;,” he said.

Page 1 0of 9



Business Line ND 04/09/2012

P-17

'IIT-Kanpur barred from receiving foreign donations

Indo Aslan News Service
Kanpur, Sept. 3

The Union Ministry of Home Af-
fairs has barred Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT)-Kanpur from
accepting foreign donations, citing
the premier institute’s laid-back
attitude in submitting documents
supporting the usage of foreign
funds, an official said.

The institute has been barred
under the provisions of Foreign
Contribution Registration Act
(FCRA), 2010, with immediate ef-
fect, informed sources said.

The prime objective of the act is
to “regulate the acceptance and
utilisation of foreign contribution

and foreign hospitality by persons
and associations working in the
important areas of national life”.

While ITT-K authorities refused
to react to the development “at this
point”, the Home Ministry has offi-
cially put the institute’s name in
the list of organisations whose
FCRA registration has been
cancelled.

Inthe list for 2011-12, which car-
ries 4,139 such institutions, 72 are
from Uttar Pradesh.

Ministry officials said the move
to scrap the FCRA registration was
“necessitated” after these top edu-
cational institutions failed to “sub-
mit

satisfactory  supporting

documents of the fund usage”.
Besides TIT-K, FCRA registra-

tion of eight other premier institu-,

tions in the country, including

.Jamia Milia ¥slamia and Jawahar-

lal Nehru University (JNU), has al-
sobeenscrapped. -

ile ne official communique
has been received by the institute,
officials said they had been
“sounded on the matter.”

“We are aware about the mat-
ter... We are positive that this deci-
sion would not, in any way, hamper
our growth,” a faculty member
said, adding that the Comptroller
and Audltor General (CAG) audits
the financial transactions of IIT-K.

However, a senior faculty mem-
ber admitted that the decision
“would certainly create a lot of
problems.”

“For many researches and other
activities, foreign funding by our
alumni is very crucial. The deci-
sion will hit us for sure,” he said.

Another TIT-K professor said
that last year the institute was ex-
empted from such requirements as
pressed by the Government on the
ground that the CAG was a “com-
petent authority” thus foreign
funding could not be stopped.

“Why did they bail everyone
earlier and why are they hounding
us now,” the professor asked.
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1IT-K, one of the foremost in-
stitutes in the country for higher
education, receives generous
grants from its alumni and over-
seas orgamsauons for research and
other activities.

According to Home Ministry of-
ficials, IIT-K (FCRA registration
No.R-136530050) received foreign
funding amounting to about Rs 6
crore inthe previous financial year.

In 2010-11, the institute’s plan-
ning and resource generation de-

_partment received a donation of Rs

408 crore from 772 donors, of
which 501 were domestic donors
while 271 were from forelgn coun-
tries, ofﬁcnal said.
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Stalled in House

Education Bills need early approval.

NE of the showcase ministries of the UPA government, the
Human Resource Development, run by Kapil Sibal — who
takes pride in being in a hurty — has had only a mixed bag
of success, with many flagship initiatives receiving flak and others
stuck in the “system”, Parliament to be more precise. Some of the
prominent Bills that are either stalled in the House or the minister

. has not been able to present these to Parliament owing to the cur-.

rent stalemate include one on tribunals for academic disputes and
another on setting up a regulator for higher education, above the UGC

and the AICTE. An electronic repository of academic awards for -

.

-+ quick verificatitf dnd autordhiy Tokthe CBSE are also awaited. All,

of these are urgently required to address the burgeoning higher
education set-up, which in size is third in the world. :
As for its worth, a study (Universitas 21) that took output, resources,
policy environmeént and collaborations into account has ranked
India 48th out of 48 countries it assessed. The reasons are all around
to see. There are thousands of vacancies in technical institutes going
abegging. A degree from most of these places does not lead to a job
commensurate with the qualification. Some of the best humanities
colleges have syllabi and courses that today have few takers as they
have lost relevance for the industry. Other than the premier insti-
tutes, very few have faculties that may inspire confidence. On the

other hand, there are brilliant students in rural areas who don’t have ,

access to colleges for reasons of distance or money. B -

India is a country that takes pride in its human resource -— both
size and quality. The latter, however, meets global standards only
when students go abroad for higher education, as we have very few
world-class institutes. The country lags way behind in pure sciences
and industrial research and development — essentially, high-worth
knowledge. Unless the political leadership understands the impor-
tance of higher education, it would be hard to keep up in today’s

knowledge-driven world. Meanwhile, we continue to lose our top

students to foreign universities and industry.
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QVER six lakh Indian students
going abroad for higher educa-
Hon cost the country foreign
‘exchange (forex) equivalent of
Rs’ 95000 crore annually,
accordmg to a study by indus-
Ary  body, 'The Associated
Chamber of Commerce and
‘Industry of India (Assocham),

v, The study said that most of
‘themn go abroad as they do not .
find seats in quality institutions
‘within the country. Thus, India
has a huge capacity constraint
when it comes to quahty hlgher

Political & Business Daily ND 04/09/2012-9

Higher education costs I95k-cr forex outflows: Assocham

educauon The answer hes in
establishment of high standard
quality institutions; " Assocham
said and suggested a-public-
sprivate:  partnership
model.

"Higher education in India is

subsidised in the Government *
sector. An IIT student pays an .
,average $150 monthly fee, -
. while students opting for edu-

cation in Australia, Canada, .

Singapore, the US and UK shell
out $1,500-4,000 as fees every

- month", said Assocham, secre-

tary general D S Rawat.
The paper suggests that the
good quality foreign’ universi-

ties should be engouraged to.

The Hindu ND 04/09/2012

*(PPP)-

India, especnally in tier-I cities

like Ahmedabad, Amntsar,‘

Shillong etc. Opening of the

_higher education will result in’
-providing 30-40 million addi-
.tional jobs in the field of educa-
tion alone. India has only’
45,000 foreign students, as com- .

pared to 2-3 lakh in Australia.

With increasing competition R
and France attract foreign sta:

and cut-offs in some. universi-
. ' o )

ties going as high as 100 per
' khs of students are left .

cent, lal
‘with not much altemnative but
to search for learning abroad.

| 'As a conisequence, demand for

“education loan has also been
increasing by over 20 pc.annu-
ally. N ) )

A majority of Indian stu-

‘dents in the UK. .are sourced
from North India, though the
numbers from South India and

- parts of Western India (Gujarat),
_are growing. However, very

few students go from the East
‘and  North- Easg reglons of

*India.,

Though the UK, Germany

. P
. v

P-12

‘dents in ]arge numbers, each of
these countries ' has unique
motivations surrounding the
presence of foreign students in
{heir countries. The Indian stu-

dents are “gradually exploring -

UK, Germany, France, Sweden,

, Italy, Ireland and Denmark in-
Europe and -also take up part-

time jobs. The number of inter-

natiohal students in the UK"

increased from 368,968 in 2009
to 425,000 in 2012.

The paper further reveal that
a majority of Indian students in
the UK are soutced from North

India, though’ the numbersv
. from South India and parts of
Western India . (Gujarat) are .

“Satyen Bose should have got the

Ananya Dutta

KOLKATA: Rolf Heuer, director
general of the European Or-
ganisation for Nuclear Re-
search (CERN) said here on
Monday that he believed that
Satyendra Nath Bose, the
physicist in honour of whom
a family of particles in the
Standard Model of particle
physics is named, should have
been given the Nobel Prize,

“He has certainly contrib-
uted to our understanding of
particle physics on the level
of other Nobel Prize win-
ners,” Dr. Heuer told journal-
ists on the sidelines of a
public lecture on the Large
Hadron Collider (LHC) ex-
periment.

Dr. Heuer said there were
many people who had made
significant contributions to
science, but had not received
the award and Satyendra
Nath Bose was one of them.

“We have just two families
of particles - the fermions
and the bosons. And we call
them bosons because Satyen-
dranath Bose has done a lot of
work... His contribution is so
huge. We do not give names to
particles or families of parti-
cles if somebody has not done
fantastic work,” he said.

Bikash Sinha, Homi Bhab-
ha Prefessor at the Depart-
ment of Atomic Energy, who
was also present on the ccca-
sion pointed out that the No-
bel Prize for Physies is
awarded every year, “but as
long as human civilisation ex-
ists there will be bosons.”

In the course of his lecture,

CERN Dzrector-General Rolf Heuer speakmg about the Large Hadron Collzder
experiment at a public lecture organised in Kolkata on Monday. - PHOTO:
SUSHANTA PATRONOBISH

Dr. Heuer said the announce-

ment of the discovery of the
“Higgs boson-like particle” in
July this year was only the
beginning of the work to be
done on the particle.

“We have to measure the
properties of the particle with
high precision. We have to
find out whether it is a scalar
particle, Is it the Higgs boson
or is it one of several - we can
have a whole family of Higgs
bosons,” he said.

He also said that studying
the properties of this particle
could provide scientists with

insight into dark matter and
dark energy.

“I think our understanding
about the universe is about to
change,” he said, pointing out
that the Standard Model of
particle physics explains the
existence of merely five per
cent of the universe.

The experiments at the
LHC will not only provide
evidence for the Standard
Model, but also expand our
knowledge about other phe-
nomena including anti-mat-
ter, dark matter and dark
energy, he said.

India’s application for
associate membership

-

CERN aunthorities were ea-
gerly awaiting a written ap-
plication from India applying
for associate membership of
the CERN Council, Dr. Heuer
said.

" Bikash Sinha, the Homi
Bhabha Professor at the De-
partment of Atomic Energy
told journalists that the appli-
cation process was awaiting a
clearance from the Ministry
of Finance and an announce-
ment in this regard can be ex-

‘growmg However, very few

students go from the East and
North-East regions of India.
Though the UK, Germany and

'France attract foreign students

in large numbers, each of these
countries has unique motiva-
tions surrounding the presence
of foreign smdents dn their
countries.”

. 'The tuition fee in USA varies
from $6000 to $25,000 per year.
The cost of tuition fee for nation-

. al students is about $ 9000 and &

20,000 for international students,

" The cost to pursue a higher edu-

cation in Canada is low as com-
pared to other foreign countries

_such as UK, USA and Australia,

obel”

pected later this month.

Asked if India had ap-
proached the authorities at
CERN for associate member-
ship of the CERN Couneil, Dr.
Heuer said: “Verbally yes. We
have had discussions with the
Atomic Energy Commission.”

He said he had been told
that the file had been cleared
by the Commission. The for-
mer Indian President, Pratib-
ha Patil, visited CERN in
October 2011 was very posi-
tive about the applu:atlon he
said.

“It is a question of some
formalities in the govern-
ment and then T hope to re-
ceive a written application
and then I shall be very hap-
py,” he said.

At present, India has an ob-
server status at the CERN
council. . .

Elaborating on the benefits
of India becoming an associ-
ate member of the CERN
council, he said sclentists
from across the country will
be able to apply for staff posi-
tions at CERN, which is only
possible for members or asso-
ciate members.

He said they would have an
opportunity to be educated
and trained, in addition to ac-
quiring other skills in an in-
ternational environment. “I
believe a large country, like
India, needs a lot of interna-
tional connections,” he add-
ed.

He also pointed out that
once India is an associate
member, Indian companies
can bid for tenders for the
various projects at CERN.
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IIT Kanpur to study Delhi’s air quality

Neha Lalchandanl | Tun

New Delhi: Dethi government’s environ-
ment department is set to commission
IIT Kanpur to study its problem of air pol-
lution. The government has already de-
vised a master plan to deal with the issue
and its implementation should start by
next yearn

“The master plan is quite comprehen-
sive but we still felt the need for a techni-
cally qualified agency to study Delhi’s
pollution levels and its caunses. The study
will help us to improve our master plan
by suggestingmeans of reducinglevelsof
critical pollutants,” said a senior official,

During monsoon, the city was enjoy-
ingasignificantly clearairbut as the sea-
son is about to end, experts are worried
about the levels of particulate matter
shooting up.

“Even after such incessant rain and
1ts wash-out effect, PM2.5 levels have just
about touched the Indian standards of 0
microgram percubicmetreand couldnot
come down to 25 microgram per cubic
metre, as prescribed by WHO guidelines.
This shows that even after the rain
doused thenaturaland road dust, the par-

ticles from combustion and exhaust
sources remain prominent and close to
the standards in Delhi. The problem of
high particulate levels cannot be dismis-
sed as a problem of mere road dust,” said
Anumita Roychowdhury, associatedirec:
tor, Centre for Science and Environment.
Small particles (particulate matter)
less than 2.5 micrometers in diameter are
called PM2.5. .

| During monsoon, the city was
 enjoying a significantly clear -
. air but as the season is about
to end, experts are worried
about the levels of particulate
{ matter shooting up

Environment department officials
say that after a couple of years of real
time air pollution monitoring, they
found that particulate matter was not the
worst villain, “PM of course remains a
worry and we are just about managing to
control its level but more critical for us
are levels of carbon monoxide, oxides of
nitrogen, benzene, toluene etc. There is
anurgent need for at least 10 more moni-

toring stations to get more comprehen-
sive air quality data for the city” said an
official.

Under the master plan, measures will
be taken to not only to improve monitor-
ingof polluting vehicles in the city butal-
sofocus on interstate vehicles. Under the
proposal, vehicle insurance will depend
on the vehicle clearing its annual fitness
test, All four wheelers will be required to
undergo this compulsory test.

Officials said that the present pollu-
tion checking mechanisms would also
need to be strengthened, Standards will
be revised for pollution under control
checks, especially for post-2000 regis-
tered vehicles. An on-board diagnostic
systemn will also be introduced so that ve-
hicles may be tested on the spot if their
emissions appeartobehigh.

A specificstrategy for two-wheelers is
also being designed as state pollution da-
ta claims that 54% of the total pollution
levels in Delhi are due to two-wheelers.
“Wearelookingat theend of next year for
some of these plans to be implemented.
Meanwhile there have to be short term
measures to deal with the immediate
problem,” said sources.
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IIMs may get legislative
award degrees

COVET,

AkshayaMukul | Tan

New Delhi: Five years after
it first initiated a legislation
to bring 13 premier Indian
Institutes of Management
(IIMs) under the purview
of Parliament, the HRD
ministry has revived the
process and is working bn
a bill modeled on the lines
of the Institutes of Technol-
ogy Act, 1961, under which
IITsfunction.

In 2007, the provocation
for proposing a legislation
for IIMs was the institutes’
recalcitrance in implement-
ing the OBC reservation.
However, this time round,
the idea has come from with-
in. Many IIM directors and
board members have been
telling the ministry that
without a legislative cover,
IIMs are notable to award de-
grees. “It has become a hand-

icap. Many IIMs have started
five-year integrated courses
but are not eligible to award
degrees. Once the proposed
Institutes of Management
Bill is passed, IIMs would be-
come more attractive for stu-
dents,” a sourcesaid. !
Now, I[IMs function as au-
tonomous societies and run
aspertheirMemorandum of
Association (MoA) that is
different in case of each in-
stitute. [IMs award only di-
ploma for a two-year man-
agement course. Degrees
can be awarded only by insti-
tutionssetupbyanact of Par-
liament, state assembly,
deemed universities and in-
stitutes of national impor-
tance. Director of one of the
new IIMs told TOI, “At a
time when serious changes
are being contemplated in

like making it an interna-

tional test, IIMs need to
have authority to grant de-
grees. Recently, the ministry
discussed the matter with
us. Once bill is prepared
by the ministry we would
beconsulted.”

But some feel parliamen-
tary control could also com-
promiseIIMs’ autonomyand
“out-of-boxdecisions”. First,
there would be change in the
administrativeandfinancial
powers of the institutes.
“Qver the last three years,
government had setupmany
committees to look into the
functioning of IIMs as well
aschalk out aroadmap. Most
of the old IIMs have already
amended their Memoran-
dum of Association that
gives them more power and
flexibility. “We do not know
what would happen to flexi-

'the Common Aptitudé*Test™¥Hility and financial autono-

my,” oneIIM director said.
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- Government blames India’s poor_educational score on cultural disconnect

It's dodging the real problem

ndian students ranked second last

among 73 countries that participated in

the 2009 Programme for International
Student Assessment (PISA), which assesses
education systems across the world. The
poor results in mathematics, science and
reading among schoolleaving students of
Himachal Pradesh and Tamil Nadu, two of
India’s better performing states on develop-
ment and education indices, should have
jolted the government out of its

complacency, Instead, ithaschosen ® TIMES VIE Wn

toblame the dismal global ranking
on the questions posed to the students.

We are being told, therefore, that the
results are not a reflection of India’s poor
state of schooling. Instead the failure has
been attributed to a eultural disconnect
between the questionsand Indian students.
The government is even considering writ-
ingtothe Organisation for Economic Coop-
eration and Development (OECD) to factor
inIndia’s “socio-cultural milieu” inthetest
questions. This is an absurd plea. First of
all, science and maths havelittle to do with
cultural values, but Indian students per-
formed equally poorly in these. Secondly,

. Test doesn’t assess students properly

if it's the case that the LN
OECD-designed test
reflected a western |
cultural bias, howis it [b{
that Chinese students
toppedtheexam? . . #e

In real life, India’s”
dismal PISA resulis &
are also confirmed by £
domestic educational

surveys, such as those carried out by the
NGO Pratham. We should stop acting as
laws unto ourselves, and realise that welive
in a world of international competition.
Being in denial mode will only breed more
mediocrity, Indians are hungry for compe-
tition, it’s just that the educational system
isn’tuptoscratch. If the government wants
to offer opportunities for India’s youth and
transform the country into a knowledge
society, it cannot afford an ostrich-like
attitude of burying its head in the sand.
Instead, it needs to think sericusly about :
how to trigger an educational revolution.

e Indians
S }i / have always
fetishised

{ ' tests. They are seen

as the be-all and end-
il all of academic and
intellectual achieve-
ment. Doing well is
enough to catapult a
child to local star-

dom, and an average or, heaven forbid,

. poor performance is occasion for endless

bouts of hand-wringing and self-flagella-
tion. So it's hardly surprising that this
tendency has metastatised into a national
characteristic now on full display after
India’s poor PISA performance. But what
all those slamming India’s educational
system forget is, firstly, the context of
these tests, and secondly, that perform-
ance in tests is very often a poor metric by
which tojudge a student’s trueability.

It would be easy to dismiss the govern-

{ ment’s point as an attempt at making

sCOUNTERVIEW =

......... bherranrerssassnansnnne

Anll Thakkar

excuses, butit wouldalsobeamistake. The
very fact that PISA is touted as an interna-
tionally standardised assessment shows
the problems inherent in it. Given that
over 70 naticns participated in it - and all
the diverse educational systems, teaching
methodologies, languages, syllabi, even
focuses on what is important for a student
to learn and what is irrelevant - the con-
ceit that a standardised test can produce
any sort of objective pic-
ture of student abilities
islaughable.

Education, afterall, doesn’t take place
inahermetically sealed academic bubble.
It grows out of and is impacted by the
socio-cultural environment. How, then, is
a kid from Himachal Pradesh or Tamil
Nadu -the two states from which students
participate in PISA - perhaps from arural
background, supposed to answer ques-
tionsof reasoning orreading comprehen-
sion involving ATMs and air bags inflat-
ingin cars? How isa test soalien supposed
to measure their true capabilities? Better
to work on -our education system and
ignore these tests entirely.
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Blend Is The New
‘B’ In B-Schools

v

ARUNPEREIRA

For centuries, educators fol-
lowed the basic premise that
teaching was simply a glorified

- version of ‘telling’ and called it

lecturing. The assumption was
that by listening to the lecturer,
learning would take place. Among
the first to challenge this model in
professional education was the
Harvard Business School, which
introduced business cases in the
classroom, and learning took
place by encouraging debate and
interaction. Instructors saw first-
hand the power of activelearning,
asopposed topassivelearning. To-
day; the best b-schools are enhanc-
ing active learning methods with

' other initiatjves, all of which call

for a “blended” approach, leading
to learning that is likely to be
deeper, and lenger lasting.

BLENDED DELIVERY

Even as instructors in b-schools
understand the value of active
learning, they also recognise the
need for limited doses of straight
lecturing. Today, these “limited
lectures” can be offered to stu-
dents outside the classroom, us-
ingwidely availabletechnologies,
freeingup valuable time foractive
learning inside the classroom.
Thus, webcasts, video-sharing
sites, and powerful learning man-
agement systems aliow for the re-
cording and replaying of short
lectures, so that students can lis-
ten at their own pace—allowing
for pausing and rewinding, which
werenot possible inthe contextof
a classroom lecture.

BLENDED CURRICULA

Today, succeeding in business, or
beingan effective businessleader
requires knowledge and exper-
tise that go beyond an under-

standing of the traditional func-
tional areas of business.
Successful business leaders need
to have a sophisticated under-
standing of non-business sub-
jects such as political systems,
the environment, diversity, alter-
nate energy, poverty, discrimina-
tion, and globhal cultures. Assuch,
today'sb-schools are offeringcur-
ricula that are a blend of both tra-
ditional business and non-busi-
ness topics, underscoring the
newrealities of businesssuccess.

BLENDED COURSES
Managers don’'t face problems
that comeneatly packaged asa ‘fi-
nance’ problem or a ‘marketing’
problem; most problems and de-
cisions are complex and touch
*yarious functional areas. Given
" this reality, b-school courses that
are taught in a silo-like fashion,
reflecting specific functional ar-
eas do not help students become
effective decision-makers. The
best b-schools today are increas-
ingly designing courses that at-
tempt to integrate or ‘blend’ vari-
cus functionalareas.
Thus, courses such as ‘Innova-

" tion and Value Creation’ do not

belong to specific functions, but
reflect the reality of the needs of
today’s corporations. However,
for such courses to deliver on
their promise, ihstruectors must
be able to straddle multiple func-
tional areas and appreciate the
importance of an integrated

view. Many b-schools are alsoen- .

couraging courses that are co-
taught by multiple instructors
whose expertise complement one
another, and provide valuable
learningfor the student.

. The best b-schools are contin-
uously innovating to help pro-
videdeepand lastinglearning for
their students. In this quest, it is
not ‘business’ as usual in many
schools as they attempt to pro-
videa‘blended’ educational expe-
rience through delivery curricu-
1a, and courses.

(Theauthor is faculty and execu-
tive director of the Centre for
Teaching, Learning, and Case
Development at ISB-Hyderabad)
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Wrong to send back
foreign students,
say Brltlsh MPs

Hasan Suroor

LANDON: British MPs on Mon-
day told the government that
it was wrong for it to order
foreign students affected by
the crisis at the London Met-
ropolitan University (LMU)
‘to “pack their bags” and leave.

In angry exchanges in the
House of Commons as Parlia-
ment resumed after the sum-
mer recess, they said the
government had a “duty of
care” towards students who
faced an uncertain future fol-
lowing its decision to revoke
the university’s licence to
teach non-European overseas
students. 3

Joining growing calls from
Vice-Chancellors,  student
groups and businesses for a
“rethink,” MPs accused Min-
isters of wrongly penalising
hundreds of genuine students
who have been told that they
must either find places in oth-
er universities over the next
few weeks or return home.
They warned that the deci-
sion would damage Britain’s
reputation abroad.

Senior Labour MP Jeremy
Corbyn asked the govern-
ment to allow students, al-
ready studying at LMU, to
complete their studies. The
decision to apply the ban on
all students, he said, had cre-
ated an “appalling” situation.

Shadow Imnugratlon Min-
ister Chris Bryant questioned
the validity of telling students
to “pack their bags.”

Immigration Minister Da-
mian Green, however, re-
mained unmoved and said the
government was, determined
to “enforce the rules.” He said
the university had “signifi-
cant systemic problems.”

Many students had been
found to have no legal right to
stay in Britain, while some
lacked adequate knowledge of
English. The university failed
to monitor the attendance of
its overseas students as re-
quired under the terms of 1ts
licence.

Mr. Green assured that ad—
vice and support would be
provided to displaced
students,

Up to 500 foreign students
could be deported after the
UK Border Agency reportedly
determined that they had no
legal right to stay in Britain
because of problems with
their visas,

Nearly 2,700 students, in-
cluding 300 from India, find
themselves in a limbo after
the government banned LMU
from sponsoring and teaching
non-European students for
failing to ensure that they
were genuine scholars and
not potential immigrants in
the guise of students.
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